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General Hypothesis

If and in which way the changes in the dominant
Ideas in the English and the New Zealander
contexts influenced the higher education policy
making and the reforms in this sector from the
Eighties to present day

Independent variable: main ideas in the period
taken into consideration

Dependent variables: policy making process and
nolicy outputs

ntervening variables: individual interests and
Institutions in the same period
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Methodology

Qualitative techniques, in particular:
 Both for England and New Zealand:

» Dense analysis of the processes of reform in the two
contexts taken into consideration

> In-depth interviews to personalities belonging to the political
and cultural elites within the years taken into consideration

» Analysis of the dominant themes on the mass-media in the
periods taken into consideration. In this perspective | will
take into exam newspaper articles and indexes of the Times
Higher Education Supplement for England, and of New
Zealand Journal of Educational Studies for New Zealand
from 1980 till present-day
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The Case Studies: England (1)

The evolution of the system
Polytechnics and universities

The reforms

The end of the binary system

The Eighties (Thatcher) — Jarratt Report

ne Nineties (Major-Blair) — Dearing
Report

2004: Higher Education Act

Damiano De Rosa

IUFA Presentation 2009



The Case Studies: New Zealand (2)

 The context

e Four periods

« Two TEAC reports (the second and the fourth)
e The quality iIssue

e Fees

* Access and diversity

» Marketizing scientific knowledge

* Globalization and internationalization
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Specific Hypothesis Deducted from
the Case Studies: England (1)

e Thatcher as a policy entrepreneur
e Great role of conservative think tanks

e Continuity of the process from Thatcher to
Blair

e Humanistic faculties took in more
Innovations than scientific ones
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Specific Hypothesis Deducted from
the Case Studies: New Zealand (2)

 Authorities for quality assurance main
actors of the reforms

 Idea of efficiency not depending on
nolitical assets (National/Labour parties)

» |dea of efficiency = more money to some
faculties (especially technical ones). To
test especially from 2000 until present day
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* Hypothesis 2: Verified
* Hypothesis 3: Verified
* Hypothesis 4: Not Verified
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Results (1)

* New Zealand:

» Hypothesis 1: Partially Verified

* Hypothesis 2: Substantially Verified
* Hypothesis 3: Not Verified




Results (1)

« General Hypothesis: Verified. Prominent
role of the ideas in the two contexts;
Intervening roles of individual interests and
Institutional contexts
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Conclusion

e Differences within a common trend

 England: reform process within H.E. needed a
more radical action by Thatcher because there
were more policy legacies to change. Important
role of think tanks

« New Zealand: reform process was more fast and
related to the other compartments of the public
sector. Important role of TEAC, then TEC, on
behalf of the government
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